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LINGUISTIC FEATURES OF THE STUDENT ABSTRACT AS A SPECIFIC 
PART OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS
Н. Є. Кошіль, Н. В. Рибіна, О. С. Гирила
Тернопільський національний економічний університет
ЛІНГВІСТИЧНІ ОСОБЛИВОСТІ СТУДЕНТСЬКОГО КОНСПЕКТУ 
ЯК СПЕЦИФІЧНОЇ ЧАСТИНИ НАВЧАЛЬНОГО ПРОЦЕСУ
Abstract. The article is dedicated to the study of student writing abstract speci¾ city by analyzing its linguistic features. The authors 
study the communicative and genre nature of the training abstract and propose the  classi¾ cation of student abstracts according to the 
different features. The analysis of the main types of speech genres that are inherent in students’ lecture notes are carried out: informative, 
compelling, etiquette and evaluating. It has been conducted a survey to ¾ nd out the level of students’ in writing abstracts and distinguish 
the most popular forms of abstract’s writing. The analysis of multilevel criteria has allowed the authors to propose the functionally oriented 
typology of student abstracts, which takes into account the outside of their design, the speci¾ cs of the informative-semantic expression 
and composition, as well as lexical and grammatical indicators, including syntactic and punctuation. It has also been considered the role 
of the author in the abstract’s form as a participant of the communication, who seeks to successful communication with the lecturer. 
The attention is focused on structural, vocabulary and syntactic components of the abstract. The conducted research has shown that the 
students were not taught how to make the abstract correctly neither at school nor at the university and everybody learnt and got used to 
make notes by himself. It gives the authors possibility to suggest this topic to be the necessary part of the curriculum for the ¾ rst-year 
students at the universities of the different types.
Key words: student abstract; speech genre; linguistic aspect; author; communicative goal.
Анотація. Стаття присвячена аналізу специфіки написання студентами конспекту шляхом аналізу його мовних особливостей. 
Автори вивчають комунікативну та жанрову природу навчального конспекту і пропонують класифікацію студентських конспек тів 
за різними ознаками. Проведено узагальнення та аналіз основних видів мовленнєвих жанрів, притаманних лекційним записам 
студентів. Зокрема, виявлено переважаючу кількість інформативних конспектів. У рамках написання роботи авторами було 
проведено опитування з метою  визначення рівня навичок та вмінь студентів у сфері створення конспектів та виявлення найпо-
пулярніших форм його написання. Аналіз багаторівневих критеріїв дозволив авторам запропонувати функціонально орієнтовану 
типологію конспектів студентів, яка враховує зовнішнє їх оформлення, специфіку інформативно-семантичного вираження та 
складу, а також лексичні та граматичні показники, у тому числі синтаксичні характеристики і розділові знаки. У роботі також 
було розглянуто роль автора в імплементації форми написання конспекту  як учасника спілкування, котрий прагне до успішної 
комунікації з лектором. Увага приділяється структурним, словниковим та синтаксичним компонентам конспектів. Проведене 
дослідження показало, що студентів не навчали, як правильно робити конспект ні в школі, ні в університеті, і переважаюча кіль-
кість студентів вивчала процес та способи написання конспектів самостійно. Це дало авторам можливість вважати, що ця тема є 
необхідною частиною навчальної програми для введення в курс першого року навчання студентів в університетах різних типів.
Ключові слова: студентський конспект; мовний жанр; лінгвістичний аспект; автор; комунікативна мета.
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Introduction. The introduction of the Bologna 
process into the education system of Ukraine 
requires signi¾ cant changes in the form of education 
organization in higher education institutions. Nowa-
days, the issue of student`s individual work becomes 
urgent, since this type of activity is the main means of 
realization of mental activity and helps to increase the 
effectiveness of learning. The process of mastering the 
skills and organization of the educational activity of 
students involves working with textual material and 
knowledge of the basic principles of its comprehension. 
The role of the student abstract in this process is of 
particular importance because the student develops 
an appropriate way of thinking and arguing the 
recommended material. 
The aim – to study the speci¾ cs of writing an ab-
stract by analyzing its linguistic features.
Theoretical framework. Abstract is studied as 
a kind of text in various ¾ elds of knowledge, but it 
is thoroughly considered in linguistics, pedagogy, 
and pedagogical rhetoric. In the educational and 
methodical literature, the abstract is described as a 
concise writing of something [2], the methodological 
features of writing abstracts are analyzed and it is 
given an advice to students and lecturers on the 
optimization of text activity. Considering the abstract 
as a text during the lecture or the practicals, most 
authors gave recommendations on how to learn, how 
to use mental activity effectively while working, to 
make a summary that would be easy to read and at 
the same time facilitate the memorization of material; 
what set of practical tasks is advisable to choose to 
develop the skills of drafting a synopsis. At the same 
time, the issue regarding the communicative-genre 
nature of the student’s educational syllabus remains 
unexplored, based on the ambiguity of solving the 
question of the primacy/secondaryity of the analyzed 
genre. The division of genres into primary and 
secondary genres, proposed by M. M. Bakhtin is not 
strictly functional [1]. The primary genres function in 
everyday communication, while the secondary genres 
“emerge in the context of more complex and relatively 
organized communication (mostly written): artistic, 
scienti¾ c, socio-political” [1]. Abstract as a type of 
written text arises in terms of educational and scienti¾ c 
communication, and therefore, on this basis it can be 
considered as a secondary genre. The primary genres 
are the source material for the secondary genres, which 
are transformed, lose their independence, become 
part of the whole lost genre. M. M. Bakhtin names a 
novel, a monograph, a business writing as an example 
of secondary genres [1]. As the primary genre for 
the educational syllabus is a lecture by the teacher, 
so in this aspect the abstract can be attributed to the 
secondary genre.
In addition, the question of the genre status of 
the synopsis and its characteristics remains opened. 
The language genre in modern linguistics is de¾ ned 
as a thematic, compositional and stylistic type of 
utterances (texts) [4]. In our opinion, there are good 
reasons to qualify the student’s abstract as a speci¾ c 
language genre. However, to test this assumption, it is 
necessary to ¾ nd out whether a student’s abstract has 
those qualities that make it possible to consider it as 
a separate language genre. One of the most important 
features is the de¾ nition of the type of communicator 
by the following criteria: “type of addressee (personal / 
collective / mass); typical destination concept (peer / 
slave, female / male); address to the addressee / no 
appeal; addressee passive / addressee participant” [6].
The main feature of the language genre is the 
communicative purpose. Depending on the purposes of 
the statement, T. V. Shmeleva distinguishes four types 
of language genres: informative, imperative, etiquette 
(ritual) and evaluative. The communicative purpose of 
the informative type of language genre is the various 
operations with information: its presentation or request, 
con¾ rmation or refutation. All student abstracts are 
united for the sole communicative purpose – to record 
the received information and to make further work with 
this information to be possible. Therefore, considering 
a synopsis on the basis of communicative purpose, it 
can be classi¾ ed into the informative genre.
The speci¾ c feature of the student’s abstract as 
an informative genre is that when creating a synop-
sis, information is transformed in the process of 
“privatization” of knowledge. This means that the 
alien information that the student includes in his 
abstract, listening to the lecture, at the time of ¾ xing 
it is given to the author of the abstract: as a rule, it is 
understandable, receptive and only then re¿ ected in 
the written version. Another feature of the informative 
abstract genre is the inclusion of evaluation elements 
(as a student perceives the information, quali¾ es it as 
particularly important and interesting and displays it 
with various means of graphic design of the abstract 
(for example, opposite one of the headings in the ¾ elds 
of the abstract puts a big exclamation mark. However, 
the presence of these elements does not change the 
overall informational orientation of the communicative 
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goal, but merely speci¾ es it. The student’s abstract is to 
capture the information needed to work with it further 
and identify ways to further evaluate that information.
Another genre feature is an image of an author. 
The image of the author is information about him/
her as a participant of communication, who strives 
for successful communication. If we consider the 
student’s abstract on this basis, we can say that the 
student independently, based solely on his own idea 
about effective communication in the educational and 
scienti¾ c sphere, directly chooses the personal form of 
the abstract (division into paragraphs, underlining any 
sentences, adherence to the rules of orthography) . The 
author (student) can be diligent or nondiligent, attentive 
or inattentive. The student, who is the author of the 
abstract, can only express his/her attitude towards the 
lecturer only in writing form in the workbook, using 
the space in the ¾ elds to express his/her thoughts with 
different information symbols, question marks and 
stress. Usually, the student who is present at the lecture, 
wants to get information about the subject and ¾ x it, he 
is interested in such a written ¾ xation of educational 
material, which, in accordance with the requirements 
of clarity, accessibility, logic, separation of the main 
opinion, would allow without dif¾ culty to restore it in 
memory. If the student is not interested in lecturing, he 
does not write at all or write some individual sentences, 
he can even draw in a workbook. In this case, such a 
record is not a complete source of information, and 
therefore is not a proper note. The authors of the 
abstract show their level of subject competence in 
different ways. If a student does not consider himself 
or herself a competent enough, he or she tries to capture 
as much information as possible in the hope that over 
time he/she will return to some unclear questions and 
clarify them. If the author considers himself competent 
enough, he writes brie¿ y, giving space for thought 
in the future reading of the abstract. A student who 
does not completely understand the material writes 
everything in a row, trying to record the entire lecture 
automatically. Undoubtedly, an important characteristic 
of the image of the author is the ability to differentiate 
perceived information, distinguishing in it the main and 
secondary idea. Considering this fact, the teacher wants 
to look through the abstract, the author understands 
that the text should be written in a suf¾ ciently legible 
handwriting, neat and should not contain extra records. 
If the author predicts further communicative behavior 
about the abstract – his repeated reading and receiving 
useful information in the future, the texts are stored 
for a long time, and periodically accessed. The next 
two symmetrical signs are related to the place of each 
language genre in the language communication chain 
[6]. Consider the factors of the past and future, taking 
into account the student’s abstract.
Abstract is a reaction to a lecture that is considered 
almost simultaneous, parallel to the recording of the 
text. The abstract is always the answer to a previous 
language activity (lecture). The lecture begins ¾ rst, 
then the note-taking begins, then the lecture and 
abstract are held in parallel. As the abstract is a source 
of information, the image of the future in this case is the 
intention to further reproduce and use the information. 
The expected effect of a student’s syllabus is the 
following: a well-drawn abstract is an opportunity to 
retrieve previously recorded information, in particular, 
a chance to prepare effectively for the exam. If it is 
impossible to extract the necessary information from 
the recording of the lecture, the abstract does not reach 
its purpose and it ceases to be abstract. The most likely 
future language genre is a consequence of using an 
abstract – an oral presentation at the workshop, credit 
and examination.
One of the linguistic parameters of the genre is 
the formal organization of the linguistic genre. In 
the linguistic aspect, the formal organization of the 
genre provides for a range of lexical and grammatical 
possibilities [6]. Knowledge of multilevel language 
resources of a particular genre allows the creator 
of the text to choose speci¾ c means of realization 
of communicative design (lexical and grammatical 
units, syntactic constructions, punctuation marks 
and other means of graphic and compositional 
design), individuality, minimality/maximality of 
verbal expression. Formal and informal genres differ 
dramatically in terms of individuality. As a genre at the 
intersection of the of¾ cial educational and scienti¾ c 
communication sphere and the informal sphere of 
auto communication, and where there are signs of 
secondaryness, a double cliches is characteristic: the 
linguistic cliches of the lecturer are superimposed on 
the standards produced by the author of the abstract. 
Concerning the minimum/maximum of verbal 
expression, the analyzed genre demonstrates a wide 
and multi-component scale of explicitness. The student, 
taking note of the lecture, is in a time-saving mode, so 
he is forced to resort to various abbreviations, reference 
signals, graphic symbols in order to capture as much 
information as possible in the notebook. Individual 
note-taking style is manifested in the gradual ¾ nding 
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by the student of the optimal balance between opposing 
communicative properties of the genres determined in 
relation to each other: informational redundancy of the 
lecture and informational compression of the abstract.
Concerning the grammar and punctuation in the text, 
it should be noted that this factor is also one of the genre 
traits. Punctuation of non-codi¾ ed texts, in particular, 
genre of student’s abstract, has a peculiarity that requires 
research attention. The authors of the abstracts develop 
their punctuation rules and use their punctuation rules. 
Therefore, studying the functioning of punctuation in 
the student’s abstract is necessary to evaluate the role 
of the punctuation component in the semantics and 
pragmatics of non-codi¾ ed text. The notion of abstract 
as a special linguistic genre, homogeneous text material 
allows to characterize punctuation practice quite 
consistently, to reveal peculiarities of punctuation in 
the text, to trace dynamics of changes of punctuation 
norms, to formulate punctuation rules and to give them 
linguistic interpretation. The analysis of multilevel 
criteria allows us to propose the following functionally 
oriented typology of student abstracts, which takes into 
account the outside of their design, the speci¾ cs of the 
informative-semantic expression and composition, as 
well as lexical and grammatical indicators, including 
syntactic and punctuation.
To ¾ nd out what is the most popular way of the class 
noting it was conducted a survey among the students 
of the TNEU. 125 bachelor students were proposed 
to answer some questions about their manner of mak-
ing motes in class.  First of all, it should be noted that 
among 125 young people 112 answered that they hadn’t 
been previously taught how the student abstract should 
be written. That’s why we suppose to recommend the 
academic authorities to introduce this topic into the 
curriculum for the ¾ rst-year students. It would make 
them more con¾ dent and teach them how to manage 
their time and received information during their classes 
properly.
As a result of the survey we have also got the fol-
lowing classi¾ cations of the notes being used by the 
listeners of the higher school and the percentage of 
young people who use this or that form of noting during 
the classes. 
By volume of lecture notes the summaries can be of 
the following types: 
– full (voluminous, detailed) – 32 %; 
– short (containing only records of the main 
parts) – 56 %;
 – fragmentary records (on the last pages) – 12 %.
According to the degree of correspondence to the 
topic, the abstracts can be informative, including 
records only on the topic (62 %); partially evaluative, 
having records from the subject (25 %), expressing 
the author’s point of view on the presentation of the 
material in the lecture (2 %), on the evaluation by 
the lecturer of the material (11 %), on the volume of 
educational material.
According to the proposals of different complexity 
and length the abstracts can be distinguished by writing 
in simple sentences (34 %); containing the complex 
sentences (7 %); simple and complex sentences (59 %).
According to the usage of short words: 
detailed (words are written in full) – 9 %; 
abstracts which include abbreviations, characters that 
are only understood by the author – 91 %.
According to the degree of linguistic correctness of 
the records: 
quite literate – 16 %; 
with many errors – 71 %; 
with few errors – 13 %.
According to the terms of accuracy:  neat – 38 %; 
untidy – 11 %; contain neat and untidy records – 51 %.
According to the handwriting: legible – 52 %; 
illegible – 48 %; large handwriting – 36 %; small 
handwriting – 64 %.
In general, obviously, the above classification 
characterizes the abstract taking into account various 
features, but the main emphasis was mainly on the 
syntactic components of the abstract. Student abstract 
is one of the varieties of written language genres that 
has stable genre characteristics.
Conclusions and Prospects for Research. To sum 
up, the result of the student abstract is a well-structured 
record, which allows the author to restore the necessa ry 
information in memory over time easily and complete-
ly. It has got different types and forms, so every stu-
dent can choose any kind he needs. Unfortunately, the 
conducted survey has shown that the students are not 
taught how to make the abstract correctly neither at 
school nor at the university and everybody learnt and 
got used to make notes by himself. It gives us possibili-
ty to suggest this topic to be the necessary part of the 
curriculum for the ¾ rst-year students at the unversities 
of the different types. However, this issue needs further 
research and analysis for being completely sure in its 
demand among young people. 
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